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Since the assumption of the chairmanship by Azerbaijan, the relevance of the NAM 
in the modern world has been increasing. This tendency should be continued in 
order to make the Movement better fitted to the post-Cold War era. As geopolitical 
tensions between the two major blocks have ended, it is time to focus on the other 
vital issues on NAM’s agenda, such as promoting economic development. Indeed, 
several attempts to facilitate trade and investment among member countries were 
made previously but, because businesses were excluded from the process, these 
initiatives were doomed to failure. This paper tries to unravel the potential for 
economic interaction among NAM members. An analysis of the structural framework 
of the Movement concludes that, despite the mandate given by the heads of state 
or government, currently there is no successful initiative or permanent structure 
that can stimulate trade and investment. Research into the economic situation and 
business environment of NAM countries shows great prospects for co-operation, 
and the NAM can provide a platform for facilitating such co-operation. By organizing 
a business meeting for the Movement, businesses will get an opportunity to learn 
about the demands, opportunities, and regulatory environments of the 120 Member 
countries and to build interactions with their counterparts. 
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Introduction

The non-aligned movement (NAM) was established as a forum 
for newly independent states in the wake of decolonization with 
the aim of preserving their independence, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and security by not aligning with or against any major 
power during the Cold War. Its creation dates back to the Belgrade 
Summit of 1961, which was organized through the initiative 
of India, Indonesia, Egypt, and Yugoslavia, and drew on the 
principles agreed at the Bandung Conference of 1955. Those 10 
founding principles were: respect of fundamental human rights, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, and international obligations; 
recognition of equality among all countries; non-intervention or 
non-interference in internal affairs; respect of the right of every 
nation to defend itself; non-use of the collective defence pacts 
of the great powers; non-use of pressure by any country against 
other countries; refraining from carrying out or threatening to 
carry out aggression; the peaceful solution of all international 
conflicts; and promotion of mutual interests and co-operation. 
These principles serve as the main goals and objectives of the 
Movement and have become the criteria for membership of the 
NAM. Currently, the NAM has 120 member countries covering 
almost all of Africa, except for South Sudan; the majority of 
Latin America and Asia; two countries from Europe; and three 
from Oceania. 

In order to avoid bureaucratic implications, the NAM was 
founded as a movement of like-minded countries rather than 

as an institutionalized organization. It does not have 
a permanent secretariat and is administered on a 
rotating basis for a fixed period of three years by a 
chair of the Movement. During 2019–2022, the NAM 
will be chaired by the Republic of Azerbaijan, which 
assumed the Chairmanship at the 18th Summit of 
NAM held in Baku on 25–26 October 2019 under the 

motto “Upholding the Bandung Principles to ensure concerted 
and adequate response to the challenges of contemporary 
world”.1 The Azerbaijani chairmanship could be recognized 
as a historic period for the NAM. From day one, Azerbaijan 

1  Non-Aligned Movement, Baku Final Declaration, 18th Summit of Heads of 
State and Government, 25-26 October 2019, available at: https://namazerbaijan.
org/pdf/BD.pdf (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
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started its chairmanship with the ambitious goal of increasing 
the relevance of the Movement in the post-Cold War era and 
making the NAM more active in global affairs. For the first time 
in history, a Youth Summit was organized on the sidelines of the 
18th Summit and a NAM Youth Network was established. What 
is more, in response to the global coronavirus outbreak, an online 
summit-level meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement Contact 
Group was organized on 4 May 2020, as a result of which a Non-
Aligned Movement Task Force was established to co-ordinate the 
relationships between member countries and donors.2 In addition, 
on online meeting of the ministers of health of the NAM Contact 
Group was held on 29 May 2020 in response to COVID-19.3 

In recent years, due to international positions of the last four 
NAM chairs, the Movement has mainly been a forum for voicing 
anti-Western sentiments and, as a result, was losing its “non-
aligned” status in the eyes of international community. During the 
Azerbaijani chairmanship this tendency is changing, and the NAM 
is trying to reach out to all multilateral stakeholders. For example, 
the High Representative of the Commission of the European 
Union (EU) addressed the online summit,4 and a joint statement 
of the NAM and the EU was delivered at the High Level Panel 
of the Human Rights Council in Geneva on 25 February 2020.5 
As chair of the NAM, Azerbaijan initiated the convening of a 
special online session of the UN General Assembly on COVID-19 
at the level of heads of states or governments, an initiative that 
was supported by more than 130 countries, including a majority of 

2  Namazerbaijan.org, NAM Member States adopted the Declaration at the Online 
Summit level Meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Contact Group in 
response to COVID-19, News, 5 May 2020, available at: https://namazerbaijan.
org/news/37 (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
3  Namazerbaijan.org, Online Meeting of the Ministers of Health of the NAM 
Contact Group in response to COVID-19 was held on 20 May 2020, News, 20 May 
2020, available at: https://namazerbaijan.org/news/38 (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
4  Namazerbaijan.org, Azerbaijan hosted Online Summit level Meeting of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) Contact Group in response to COVID-19, News, 5 May 
2020, available at: https://namazerbaijan.org/news/36 (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
5  Human Rights Council, Joint Statement delivered by Azerbaijan on behalf of 
the Non-Aligned Movement and the European Union at the High-Level Panel 
on the 25th Anniversary of Beijing Conference, 43rd Session of the Human 
Rights Council, 25 February 2020, available at: https://namazerbaijan.org/pdf/
Statement31.pdf (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
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EU Member States.6 There were also a number of efforts to reach 
out to the African Union. As can be seen from the above, NAM’s 
relevance is increasing during the Azerbaijani chairmanship. This 
vital momentum should be utilized to make the Movement even 
more fit for the post-Cold War era. 

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the raison d’être for 
the NAM, which was preserving sovereignty by non-alignment, 
ceased to exist. Now there is a need to focus on other issues 
that are of importance on the NAM’s agenda. After gaining 
independence and preserving political stability, economic 
development has become the top priority for many members of 
the Movement. Even though for many years the NAM’s special 
role in the promotion of mutual economic interests and economic 
cooperation was recognized in the final summit documents and 
a number of decisions were taken regarding increasing the 
facilitation of trade and investment, no real progress was made 
in this regard. Every three years, during summits, Member 
countries would meet in the Committee on Economic and Social 
Issues, reiterate their positions on the international economy, and 
agree about the urgent need for economic development, but these 
discussions were not followed by any action. During the almost 
60 years of existence of the Movement, only a few initiatives 
were established with the aim of facilitating trade and investment. 
These included the New International Economic Order (NIEO), 
the Action Programme for Economic Cooperation (APEC), and 
the Standing Ministerial Committee on Economic Cooperation. 
As there were no real results from any of these initiatives, they 
cannot be considered as successful.  

The reason for the ineffectiveness of these initiatives could be the 
result of the government-to-government approach that was chosen 
for economic cooperation among NAM Member countries. A 
political impetus is fundamental for any international activity, 
including trade and foreign direct investment, but discussions 
among governments are not enough; to make real progress in 
economic co-operation, businesses must also be engaged in the 
process. A multilateral format such as the NAM can play a crucial 
role in bringing the businesses of its member countries together 

6  Jafarova E., “Special Session of the UNGA related to COVID-19 to be convened 
at the initiative of Azerbaijan,” Moderndiplomacy.eu, 30 June 2020, available at: 
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/06/30/special-session-of-the-unga-related-to-
covid-19-to-be-convened-at-the-initiative-of-azerbaijan/ (Accessed June 15, 2020)
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in order to facilitate interaction with one another for assessing 
trade and investment opportunities.  

The aim of this paper is to research the potential for economic 
interaction among NAM members. It will achieve this by 
analysing the structural framework of the Movement, unravelling 
the prospects for economic interaction among members and 
suggesting one possible way for achieving economic interaction 
within the NAM framework. 

The Structure of the NAM

The working methods of the Movement are enshrined in two 
key documents: the Document on the Methodology of the NAM, 
which was agreed during the 14th Summit in Cuba in 2006, and 
the Cartagena Document on Methodology, which was agreed 
during the Meeting of the Ministerial Committee on Methodology 
held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 1996.7 According to 
these documents, the structure of the NAM comprises Summit 
Conferences, Ministerial Conferences, Ministerial Meetings in New 
York, a standing Ministerial Committee on Economic Cooperation, 
a Coordinating Bureau, and NAM Chapters, as well as a number 
of groups, task forces, or committees for the coordination of the 
stances of the Movement on different issues from the international 
agenda. All decisions are made by consensus. 

The highest decision-making body is the Summit Conference 
of Heads of State or Government. Summits are held every three 
years in the member country that assumes the chairmanship of the 
NAM. The conference adopts a final document that forms the main 
document of the movement and covers its principled positions and 
decisions vis-à-vis existing, new, and emerging issues of collective 
concern and interest. During the Senior Officials Meeting, 
organized in preparation for the Summit, two committees, the 
Committee on Political Issues and the Committee on Economic and 
Social Issues, prepare the drafts of the final documents. Ministerial 
Conferences are held 18 months after the summit with the purpose 
of reviewing the implementation of the decisions of the preceding 

7  Non-Aligned Movement, Document on the Methodology, 14th Summit of 
Heads of State and Government, 15-16 September 2019, available at: https://
namazerbaijan.org/pdf/NAM-Document-Methodology-Havana-2006.pdf 
(Accessed June 15, 2020)     
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summit and preparing for the next one. Ministerial Meetings in 
New York are organized at the beginning of the regular session 
of the UN General Assembly and adopt a final communiqué 
covering guidelines regarding the agenda items of the regular 
session of the General Assembly that are of major importance 
for the Movement. The Standing Ministerial Committee on 
Economic Cooperation is tasked with strengthening South–South 
cooperation, reactivating the dialogue between developed and 
developing countries, and enhancing the role of the United Nations 
in international co-operation for development. It meets upon the 
recommendation of the Coordinating Bureau. The Coordinating 
Bureau is the focal point for coordination of the Movement. The 
Permanent Representative of the current chair of the NAM, as 
head of the Bureau, is responsible for leading and co-ordinating 
the activities of the Movement within the UN. The Bureau meets 
on a monthly basis at an ambassadorial level in New York and 
conducts routine business such as co-ordination, co-operation, and 
accommodation of the positions regarding any issue that are taken 
by the Coordinating Bureau and NAM Chapters located in The 
Hague, Vienna, Geneva, Paris, and Nairobi. 

As can be seen from the discussion above, the only structure 
of the NAM that deals with economic issues is the Standing 
Ministerial Committee on Economic Cooperation. Other 
initiatives in the economic domain include the NIEO and 
the APEC. The NIEO, created in 1973, was an alternative 
worldview of the NAM countries on existing global, economic, 
and financial institutions. This initiative ceased to exist and no 
part of it was implemented.8 The APEC was created during the 
Second Summit of the NAM with the aim of removing trade 
barriers in various sectors.9 The last mention of this initiative 
was made in the Jakarta Final Document of 1992, in which 
heads of state or governments expressed their concern over the 
inactivity of the APEC.10 Hence, currently there is no initiative 

8  Cox, R. “Ideologies and the New International Economic Order: Reflections on 
some recent literature,” International Organization, Vol. 33, No. 2, pp. 257-302.
9  Non-Aligned Movement, Cairo Final Document, 2nd Summit of Heads of State 
and Government, 10 September 1964, available at: http://cns.miis.edu/nam/
documents/Official_Document/2nd_Summit_FD_Cairo_Declaration_1964.
pdf (Accessed July 10, 2020) 
10  Non-Aligned Movement, Jakarta Final Document, 10th Summit of Heads of 
State and Government, 1-6 September 1992, available at: https://www.un.org/
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that would enhance economic co-operation among 
NAM member countries, despite the decisions made 
at the highest level on numerous occasions. The 
latest example of this is the Baku Final Document 
adopted at the Eighteenth Summit of the NAM’s 
Heads of State or Government.11 At the Summit, 
the heads of states or governments of the member 
countries recognized that that solidarity, the 
highest expression of respect, friendship, and peace 
among members, among other things, signifies the 
empowerment of developing countries with the 
goal of economic and social development. They 
encouraged the interaction and co-operation of 
NAM members in various economic sectors, such 
as food production and agriculture, energy, information and 
communications, industry, and science and technology. The 
importance of assessing and identifying the obstacles and ways 
and means of addressing economic development was reaffirmed. 
They urged members to take measures to increase investment, 
particularly foreign direct investment, and encouraged trade 
among member countries. What is more, the leaders expressed 
their commitment to supporting and promoting mechanisms 
aimed at enhancing trade and investment.

Unfolding Economic Potential

The 120 NAM member countries represent nearly two-thirds 
of the globe and contain 55 percent of the world’s population. 
These countries vary significantly in terms of level of overall 
development. One way to assess development is the Human 
Development Index (HDI), which was developed by the UN 
Development Programme to measure, on an annual basis, key 
human development indicators such as the health, education, 
and living standards of 189 countries.12 According to the 2019 

unispal/document/auto-insert-179754/ (Accessed July 10, 2020)     
11  Non-Aligned Movement, Baku Final Document, 18th Summit of Heads of State 
and Government, 25-26 October 2019, available at: https://namazerbaijan.org/
pdf/NAM-Baku-Final-Document.pdf (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
12  HDI measures the health dimension by life expectancy at birth, the education 
dimension by mean years of schooling for adults and expected years of schooling for 
children, and the standard of living dimension by gross national income (GNI) per 
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Human Development Report, of 118 NAM member countries, 
15 were rated as very high, 44 as high, 24 as medium, and 35 
low for human development.13 Hence, it could be said that 15 
NAM member countries are developed, 68 are developing, and 
35 represent the least developed members of the Movement. 

For assessing purely economic might, the gross income of each 
country under the classification of the World Bank14 should be 
examined. Out of 119 assessed NAM member countries, 16 
are classified as high-income, 35 as upper-middle-income, 39 
as lower-middle-income, and 29 as low-income economies.15 
According to 2018 World Bank data on the size of national 
economies,16 India has the world’s seventh largest economy; there 
are three NAM member countries among the top 20 economies; 
and 19 members of the Movement are included in the top 50 
list.17

It is worth mentioning that 14 companies from seven NAM 
member countries made it into the Global 500, which is the list of 
the world’s 500 largest companies by revenue. The countries are 
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, India, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
and the United Arab Emirates.18 In the Global 2000 list, there are 
171 companies from 24 member countries of the Movement.19 

capita. According to the HDI score, countries are grouped into four categories. Very 
high development rate: 0.800 and above, high human development: 0.700–0.799, 
medium human development: 0.550–0.699, low human development: below 0.550.
13  United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 2019, 
2019, available at: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr_2019_overview_-_
english.pdf (Accessed June 15, 2020) 
14  By calculating GNI per capita (current US$), the World Bank classifies 
countries into four income groups. High-income economy: $12,376 or more, 
upper middle-income economy: $3,996–$12,375, lower middle-income economy: 
$1,026–$3,995, low-income economy: $1,025 or less.
15  The World Bank, World Bank Country and Lending Groups, 2020, available 
at: https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/906519 (Accessed 
June 15, 2020)     
16  Size of economy is measured by gross domestic product (GDP), which refers 
to the total market value of all the goods and services a nation produced in a 
given year.
17  The World Bank, GDP (current US$), 2018, available at: https://data.
worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
18  Fortune.com, Global 500, Rankings, 2018, available at: https://fortune.com/
global500/2018/ (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
19  Forbes.com, Global 2000, Forbes Lists, Companies, 13 May 2020, available at: 
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It should also be highlighted that some of the world’s most 
profitable start-ups are based in NAM member countries. In 
the list of 478 “unicorns”, start-up companies valued at over 
$1 billion, 31 start-ups from 7 NAM member countries are 
represented. The most successful NAM start-up is India’s One97 
Communications, which is eighth in the Global Unicorn Club 
with a value of $16 billion.20 The above-mentioned companies, as 
well as many others, could potentially be interested in expanding 
their businesses even further by co-operating with growing 
economies that are in desperate need of investment. Many such 
countries are among the NAM members. The latest data from 
the International Monetary Fund show that the real GDP growth 
rates of most NAM countries are positive. In 2019, 95 members 
witnessed growth in their economies; among them 
Rwanda was the frontrunner, with 10.1% GDP 
growth.21 

However, in order to promote trade and attract 
foreign direct investment, the assessment of 
overall development, economic might, and GDP 
growth is not enough. For this, the general business 
environment and, specifically, the openness to 
trade of a country also have to be taken into 
account.22 The general business environment, 
including institutional performance, infrastructure, 
macroeconomic environment, health and primary 
education, higher education and training, goods 
market efficiency, labour market efficiency, financial market 
development, technological readiness, market size, business 
sophistication, and innovation can be analysed with the help of 
the Global Competitiveness Report, which is prepared annually 
by the World Economic Forum. According to the 2019 report, 
Singapore scored the highest among 141 countries, 10 NAM 

https://www.forbes.com/global2000/#36e99b45335d (Accessed June 15, 2020) 
20  Cbinsights.com, The Global Unicorn Club, 2020, available at: https://www.
cbinsights.com/research-unicorn-companies (Accessed June 15, 2020)     
21  International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database, 2019, 
available at: https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2020/01/weodata/index.
aspx (Accessed June 15, 2020)
22  Kumari, K. and Kumar, A. (2017) “Determinants of foreign direct investment 
in developing countries: a panel data study,” International Journal of Emerging 
Markets, Vol. 12, No. 4, September, pp.658-682.
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member countries are in the top 50, and 22 members of the 
Movement are among most competitive 70 countries.23 The 
Doing Business Report 2019, prepared by the World Bank to 
assess the trade openness of 190 countries,24 ranks Singapore 
second, eight members of the NAM are in the top 50, and 17 
countries are in the top 70.25 Since start-ups are the new driving 
force of a modern economy, for economic co-operation it is vital 
to take into account the start-up-friendliness of a country. The 
Cities Global Startup Ecosystem Report assesses 1000 cities by 
measuring the quantity and quality of start-ups, as well as the 
overall business environment. According to the 2020 report, 12 
cities in 9 NAM member countries made it into the top 100 list, 
and 22 cities from 14 member countries are in the top 200.26

As can be seen, the majority of NAM countries are emerging 
markets, and many of them have favourable conditions for 
economic co-operation and a desire for trade and investment to 
further develop their economies and enhance the well-being of 
their people. A number of their counterparts in the Movement also 
have the capacity for such development. For example, successful 
Azerbaijani companies, such as SOCAR, Pasha Holding, Caspian 
Fish Co, Azersun Holding, etc., can consider investing in the 
emerging banking, and agricultural sectors of African countries, 
or the growing petroleum, mining, and financial sectors of Latin 
America. Major Asian tech companies can consider investing in 
Azerbaijan owing to the favourable conditions, as Azerbaijan is 
ranked 34th in the Doing Business Report. For assessing such 
opportunities, businesses need to meet and interact with one 
another, and the NAM can play a crucial role as a platform in 
this regard. 
23  World Economic Forum, The Global Competitiveness Report, 2019, available at: 
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2019.
pdf (Accessed June 15, 2020)      
24  The World Bank collects data on an annual basis via questionnaires that 
rank each country according to 11 variables (starting a business, labor market 
regulation, enforcing contracts, resolving insolvency, getting credit, registering 
property, protecting minority investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, 
dealing with construction permits, and getting electricity).
25  World Bank Group, Doing Business, 2019, available at: https://www.
doingbusiness.org/content/dam/doingBusiness/media/Annual-Reports/English/
DB2019-report_web-version.pdf (Accessed June 15, 2020)      
26  Startupblink.com, Startup Ecosystem Rankings Report, 2020, available at: 
https://report.startupblink.com/ (Accessed June 15, 2020)      
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The NAM as a Platform for Economic Interaction

Successful examples of investment promotion suggest 
that organizing promotional events has a significantly 
positive effect in the economic development of 
emerging markets.27 These events include, but are 
not limited to, business meetings, forums, fairs and 
exhibitions. NAM’s platform can be utilized in order 
to establish and develop economic interaction among 
Member countries. 

During a given chairmanship period, members of the 
Movement meet at least twice, for the Ministerial 
Meeting and for the Summit. A third event, a Business 
Meeting of NAM member countries, could be 
organized before these two high-level meetings with 
the purpose of discussing government regulations, 
presenting business demands and opportunities, 
and building interactions among stakeholders. The Business 
Meeting can be organized 12 months prior to the Summit, so that 
countries can assess their takeaways from the meeting, follow up 
if needed, and prepare proposals for review and decision-making 
by their respective leaderships. The rationale behind this is, in 
case of a positive decision regarding a proposal, to provide the 
time required for preparation of major deals and conclude them 
during Summit, where a number of bilateral meetings between 
heads of state of government already take place on the sidelines. 
This event should be held in the country chairing the Movement 
and should be attended by senior government officials with 
responsibilities for the promotion of economic co-operation as 
well as by representatives of companies, including start-ups. 
The Business Meeting will consist of sessions dedicated to 
those areas that were identified in the Baku Final Document, 
namely, food production and agriculture, energy, information 
and communications, industry, and science and technology. In 
addition, in order to get acquainted with available goods and 
services, a fair or exhibition can be organized during the business 
meeting.

27  Mci.ei.columbia.edu, Tools, Techniques and Resources for Investment 
Promotion, Initiatives, Private Sector Development, 2019, available at: http://mci.
ei.columbia.edu/initiatives/private-sector-development/overview-of-investment-
promotion/ (Accessed June 15, 2020)
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A decision about organizing the first Business Meeting at the 
invitation of current chair, Azerbaijan, can be made through the 
Coordinating Bureau in New York. According to established 
practices, this can be done in the form of a communiqué endorsing 
Azerbaijan’s hosting of the Business Meeting. The results of the 
first Business Meeting can be assessed at the next Ministerial 
Meeting. According to the results, a decision about establishing 
a Business Meeting as a permanent structure of the NAM can be 
made during the next Summit and included in the final document.  

Taking into account that it is difficult and time consuming to get 
information from open sources on the regulations, conditions, 
and initiatives of a given country, the preparation of an online 
database that contains such information regarding NAM countries 
would be beneficial for businesses. What is more, the work of 
the Standing Ministerial Committee on Economic Cooperation, 
which has been held only twice since its establishment in 1986, 
should be revitalized. The portfolio of the Standing Committee 
includes, inter alia, tasks relating to developing dialogue on 
economic co-operation among countries.28 Meetings of the 
Committee can provide good opportunities for government-to-
government dialogue, discussion of regulations, and presentation 
of different national programmes to attract investment and 
promote exports. A recommendation about convening such a 
meeting can be sent for consideration by Azerbaijan, as the 
current chair, to the Coordinating Bureau of the NAM. 

Conclusion

The NAM was conceived in 1961 with the aim of preserving 
the sovereignty of its member countries by agreeing not to join 
any major blocs during the Cold War. As the Cold War ended 
with the dissolution of the Soviet Union, those countries came to 
the realization that, for strengthening sovereignty, there is a need 
for economic development, which can only be achieved via co-
operation. To this end, in line with the 9th Bandung Principle 
– “Promotion of mutual interests and of cooperation” – several 

28  Non-Aligned Movement, Harare Final Document, 8th Summit of Heads of State 
and Government, 1–6 September 1986, Available at: http://cns.miis.edu/nam/
documents/Official_Document/8th_Summit_FD_Harare_Declaration_1986_
Whole.pdf (Accessed July 10, 2020)     
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initiatives were begun, such as the New International Economic 
Order, the Action Programme for Economic Co-operation, and the 
Standing Ministerial Committee on Economic Cooperation. Despite 
being on the front line of economic co-operation, businesses did not 
become part of these initiatives, and as a result such initiatives could 
not tap the potential for economic co-operation. For filling this gap 
and generating real results, businesses from various NAM members 
should be engaged in the process and brought together. One way to 
do that is by organizing Business Meetings of the Movement, during 
which businesses will get a chance to interact with each other, learn 
about different trade and investment opportunities, assess them, 
and negotiate deals afterwards. By facilitating economic interaction 
among member countries and contributing to global well-being, 
“history’s biggest peace movement” will find its new identity in the 
post-Cold War era. 

The only obstacle to this could be the possible hesitancy of some 
countries, as this initiative could be viewed as duplicating to the 
activities of the Group of 77 (G77), which is considered a sister 
organization to the NAM that has an economic portfolio. However, 
this perception of duplication would be far from the truth, since the 
G77 is an organization that aims to promote collective economic 
interests and to enhance joint negotiating capacity via liaison 
offices at the international economic organizations,29 whereas the 
Business Meeting of the NAM would play a role in interactions 
among businesses. Hence, this initiative will employ a bottom-up 
approach in terms of economic development, rather than dealing 
with issues on a macroeconomic level, as the G77 does. What is 
more, it is crucial to mention that any issue of duplication can 
be resolved between the Group of 77 and the Joint Coordinating 
Committee of the Non-Aligned Movement, which was established 
for this exact purpose in 1992. The Joint Coordinating Committee 
will enhance collaboration and avoid duplication of the efforts of 
the NAM and the G77, as well as providing greater efficiency in 
the attainment of the common goals of the developing countries.30 
It is vital to use these counter-arguments and to build the correct 
narrative to gain the support of countries that could be hesitant 
about the establishment of the Business Meeting of the NAM.

29  G77.org, About the Group of 77, 2020, available at: https://www.g77.org/doc/ 
(Accessed July 10, 2020)      
30  NAM’s Jakarta Summit Final Document (1992), op. cit. 


